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A. Colors formation 0750 – (Young Marines) 

B. Training Module – Transmittals - 0805 to 0825 

1. Paymaster training – Scott Shermeyer went through the point from 

website.  

http://ncmcl.org/forms/2_Paymaster%20Training%20Session.pdf  

 

 

C. Opening Remarks by Dept. Commandant Ric Ledford 0833 

 

1. Welcome all members and guests to the DoNC’s 2023 Convention & 

special thanks to Onslow Detachment for organizing it.   

2. This meeting is dedicated in the memory of all North Carolina Marine 

Corps League Members who answered the final call over the past year.  

3. Colors presented by the Camp Lejuene JRoTC 

4. Pledge of Allegiance – Sgt-at-Arms – Steve Tracy 

5. Open Bible and Invocation – Chaplain Lisa Ciesielski  

6. Presentation of Color Guard COA’s 

a) Andrew Driscoll 

b) Heaven Ubongen 

c) Hope Houghton 

d) Dylan Fay 

e) 1
st
 Sgt Laurevius Washington 

 

D. Recognition of other Guests by the Host Detachment 

1. Welcome remarks & thanks from the Host Detachment Commandant 

Raymond Randall. 

2. Jacksonville Mayor Sammy Phillips – Logan Sosa, city councilman- 

a) Presented and read proclamation   

http://ncmcl.org/forms/2_Paymaster%20Training%20Session.pdf
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3. Ricky Johnson  - peer support counselor   

a) Joined the Marine Corps for five years.  

b) He was also a convicted felon for many items, substance abuse.   

c) His son committed suicide at 18 years old.   

d) He got his help from a rescue mission.  He moved to Asheville.  

e) He is NC certified as a Peer Support Specialist with Veteran Stamp.  

f) He has since become a motivated speaker around the country.  

g) https://www.rickyjohnsonjr.com/  

4. Megan Boggs -  USO, Coastal Carolina contact 

a) They just moved into the new facility on Camp Lejeune.  

b) 178,000 veterans / family members last year.  

c) Snack packs are given out at the airport.  Individually wrapped items 

are always welcome.   

d) They provide things to the guys in the field during training.  

https://www.rickyjohnsonjr.com/
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e) USO has 3 paid employees for North Carolina.  Volunteers are 

important.  

f) They are serving approximately 10,000 people per month.  

g) www.Volunteers.USO.org to sign up.  

 

E. Recognition of National Officers 

 

1. National Marine 4 Life Liaison – Mark Munger & David Ossian  

2. National Historian – Greg Ciesielski  

3. Mideast Division Vice Commandant  & M.O.D.D Deputy Police Dog – 

Rick Thomason 

4. M.O.D.D Senior Vice Chief Devil Dog & MED Sgt at Arms – Jeffrey 

Jones 

5. M.O.D.D Dog Trainer – Lisa Ciesielski 

6. MED MODD - Craig Reeling 

7. National Girl Scout Committee Chair of the MCLA – Karen Barton 

8. Mideast Division Web Sergeant – Kenny Joyner 

9. NC MODD Pack Leader – Keith Shearin  

10. Ask all past National and Division officers to stand and be recognized. 

 

F. Recognition of the Department Marine/Associate of the Year 

1. 2022 Department Marine of the Year – Dennis Fusco 

2. 2022 Department Associate of the Year – Jim Henderson 

3. Ask all past MOY & WOY Recipients to stand and be recognized 

 

G. Recognition of Past Department Commandants 

1. Jr. Past Department Commandant Rick Thomason 

2. Ask all the Past Department Commandants to stand and be recognized. 

 

H. Chapel of Four Chaplains Presentation 

1. Jefferson Ortiz – Life Saving Award – USMC First Sergeant (deployed)  

2. Dillion Cornett – Life Saving Award - Hickory Police  

3. Patrick White – Life Saving Award – Raleigh Police (posthumously)  

4. www.fourchaplains.org  

 

I. Call for Sgt at Arms to declare a 15-minute recess to excuse any 

guests, Honor Guard or non-members that may need to leave at this 

time 

1. Chaplain to close Bible 

http://www.volunteers.uso.org/
http://www.fourchaplains.org/
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2. Sgt-at-Arms to announce that the meeting will reconvene at _0930__ 

 

Meeting called to order 0931 

 

 

 

J. Roll Call of Department Officers  

(By the Adjutant– “When called, each Officer shall rise and salute the 

Commandant.”) 

 

1. Commandant – Ric Ledford 

2. Sr. Vice Commandant – David Anderson 

3. Jr. Vice Commandant – Reggie Sawyer Jr 

4. Judge Advocate – Bill Brown 

5. Jr. Past Commandant – Rick Thomason 

6. Chief of Staff – AJ Pitts 

7. Chaplain – Lisa Ciesielski  

8. Assistant Chaplain – Marilyn Bower 

9. Sgt. at Arms – Steve Tracy 

10. Assistant Sgt. at Arms – Jim Penderson 

11. Paymaster – Scott Shermeyer 

12. Adjutant   – Laura Hamilton 

13. Young Marines Service Officer – Jonathan Henderson  (absent) 

14. Toys For Tots Coordinator– Kevin Ashton 

15. VAVS Service Officer – Al Pasquale 

16.  Legislative Officer – Tom Bates (absent) 

17. Compliance Officer – Phil Randall (absent) 

18. Bylaws Committee Chairman – Lisa Ciesielski  

19. Eagle Scout Coordinator – Charles Minton (absent) 

20. Marine For Life Liaison – Mark Munger 

21. Web Sergeant – Kenny Joyner 

22. Public Relations – Marilyn Bower 

23. Historian - Greg Ciesielski  

24. Chapel of Four Chaplains – Robert Hare 

 

K. District Vice Commandants  

(By the Adjutant – “When called, each DVC shall rise and salute the 

Commandant.”) 
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1. NC West DVC’s  

a) West District – Denver Grant 

b) Northwest District – Tony Summers (absent) 

c) Midwest District – Hank Kaczmarek (absent) 

d) Northcentral District –Mike Clark 

e) Central District – John Dilday  

f) Southcentral – Denny Mathias 

2. NC East DVC’s 

a) North District – James Mitchell 

b) Northeast District – Leotha Forte 

c) South District – Howard Boyd 

d) Southeast District – Greg Ciesielski 

e) East District – Greg Ciesielski 

 

L. Roll Call of Detachments  
(By the Adjutant – “Per our Department Bylaws, The quorum for the Department 

Convention shall consist of at least two (2) of the five (5) Department Elected Officer 

Board of Trustee members and one Delegate from at least 40% of the Department’s 

active Detachments in attendance.  As your Detachment is called, a Delegate shall 

rise, salute the Commandant, state they are a Delegate then state the number of 

members present.” 

 

1. John V. Berg Detachment #257 (Kinston) (absent) 

2. Greater Greensboro Detachment #260 (Greensboro) 

3. Onslow County Detachment #262 (Jacksonville) 

4. Tar Heel Detachment #733 (Raleigh) 

5. Charlotte Detachment #750 (Charlotte) 

6. Blue Ridge Detachment #848 (Asheville) 

7. PFC Charles D. Hare Detachment #914 (Monroe) (absent) 

8. Shawn Knisley Detachment #983 (Fayetteville) 

9. Sand Hills Area Detachment #1001 (Aberdeen) 

10. Paul Ray Purgason Detachment #1005 (Shallotte) 

11. Cherokee County Detachment #1011 (Murphy) 

12. Stanly County Detachment #1021 (Albemarle) (absent) 

13. Carolina Boarders Detachment #1036 (Calabash) (absent) 

14. Cherry Point Detachment #1067 (Havelock) 

15. Cape Fear Detachment #1070 (Wilmington) (absent) 

16. Percy John Fulton Detachment #1075 (Winston-Salem) 

17. Gen. A Hal Turnage Detachment #1096 (Salisbury) (absent) 
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18. Iredell County Detachment #1097 (Troutman) 

19. Gen. Raymond G. Davis Detachment #1162 (Gastonia) 

20. Catawba Valley Detachment #1163 (Hickory) (absent) 

21. NC Foothills Detachment #1164 (Shelby) 

22. Cpl. Johnny A. Williamson Detachment #1165 (Asheboro) (absent) 

23. Cabarrus Detachment #1175 (Concord) 

24. Sgt WE Plueddemann Detachment #1186 (Greenville) 

25. Williams / Canter Detachment #1187 (North Wilkesboro) 

26. PFC. Terry C. Smith Detachment #1193 (High Point) (absent) 

27. Table Rock Detachment #1197 (Morganton) (absent) 

28. LCpl. Alan D. Lam Detachment #1209 (Burlington) 

29. Cpl. Chris S. Ebert Detachment #1221 (Spindale) (absent)  

30. Sanford Detachment #1223 (Sanford) 

31. PFC. Jerry L. McKinney Detachment #1232 (Wentworth) (absent) 

32. Carry-On Detachment #1236 (Clayton) 

33. PFC. Bruce Larson Detachment #1242 (Huntersville) 

34. Richmond Leathernecks Detachment #1252 (Rockingham) (absent) 

35. Air, Land, NC Detachment #1257 (Wake Forest) 

36. Cpl. Suzi Sannes Detachment #1262 (Rocky Mount)  

37. Outer Banks Detachment #1264 (Kitty Hawk) (absent) 

38. Mt. Mitchell Detachment #1266 (Spruce Pines) (absent) 

39. Gold Leaf Detachment #1276 (Wilson) 

40. Walter Frank Osborne Jr. Detachment #1298 (Sparta) (absent) 

41. Mountaineer Detachment #1320 (Watauga) (absent) 

42. Hampstead Detachment #1321 (Pender) 

43. Surry County Detachment #1322 (Surry) 

44. Crossed Rifles Detachment #1346 (Harnett) (absent)  

45. Waynesborough Detachment #1350 (Wayne) (absent) 

46. High Country Detachment #1389 (Ashe) (absent) 

47. Swansboro Detachment #1407 (Swansboro) 

48. Oriental Dragon Detachment #1413 (Oriental) 

49. Asheville Detachment #1417 (Asheville) 

50. RDU Detachment #1482 (Durham) 
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M.  Adjutant’s Report  

(“The minutes from the Spring Membership meeting are 27 pages long.  

These are available for downloading from the Department Website.  In 

the interest of time, I would like to request waiving the reading of the 

minutes and will gladly accept any corrections you may have concerning 

them.”)  

 

1. The most current version of the minutes is posted on the website. There 

was one DVC report added.   

2. Rosters get sent to the DVCs and the Detachment Commandants.  If you 

do not get yours, please go through the DVC.  There are usually multiple 

attachments in addition to the rosters themselves.  

3. If you would like to receive emails from me directly, besides through 

your detachment commandant or adjutant, please get me your Name, 

Email, Detachment #, and Phone # so I can add you to my email group.   

4. If you are not getting my emails please check your spam filter and make 

sure the addresses are in your contact list to come through. The email 

address is doncmcla@gmail.com .  

5. Please make sure a copy of your latest ROI is sent to the Adjutant as 

well as the Paymaster (who gets the original signed hardcopy).  

6. An Excel spreadsheet titled “ DoNC Quick Reference 2023 05 25” has 

been sent out to all detachments.  Please make sure this is shared with all 

of your detachment members.  It will be updated on occasion with a new 

dated version to be sent out. 

7. It is imperative that the Detachment Commandant and Paymaster have 

emails.  There is some data which is only sent to them.  

8. If you make any detachment meeting change or position personnel 

change, please forward an updated ROI.  

9. I am looking for a person who is willing to take on the position of 

Department Adjutant. If you have organizational skills, you can be a 

candidate. Let’s talk! 

 

Commandant Ledford, asks for a motion to waive reading and approval of 

the minutes 

Jeffery Jones / Greg Ciesielski to accept as posted. Approved by members 

present.  

 

 

 

mailto:doncmcla@gmail.com
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N. Chaplain’s Report – Lisa Ciesielski 

1. Report of any member or member’s family known to be sick or in 

distress. 

2. Report of any deceased MCL member within the last quarter. 

a) David Sannes of the Cpl. Suzi Sannes Det 1262 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 3/2/2023 

b) Jerry Jacobus of the Iredell County Det 1097 and Bruce Larson Det 

1242 answered his final earthly roll call on 3/24/2023 

c) Anthony 'Bud' Molnar of the Willams/Canter 1187 Det answered his 

final earthly roll call on 3/8/2023 

d) William P Rohleder of the Richmond Leathernecks Det 1252 

answered his final earthly roll call on 3/16/2023 

e) Hal M. Stuart of the Walter F Osborne Jr Det 1298 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 3/24/2023 

f) Bill R Dover of the Gen Allen Hal Turnage Det 1096 answered his 

final earthly roll call on 3/30/2023 

g) Felipe A Cantu of the John V Berg Det 257 answered his final earthly 

roll call on 11/18/2020 

h) Ernest L Guthrie Jr. of the John V Berg Det 257 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 1/20/2012 

i) Robert L Hill of the John V Berg Det 257 answered his final earthly 

roll call on 4/9/2017 

j) Charles Norwood Jr. of the John V Berg Det 257 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 9/1/2020 

k) Albert C Owens of the John V Berg Det 257 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 4/1/2019 

l) Edward J Race of the John V Berg Det 257 answered his final earthly 

roll call on 11/1/2014 

m) Norman Stevenson of the John V Berg Det 257 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 3/22/2008 

n) Cecil L Tripp of the John V Berg Det 257 answered his final earthly 

roll call on 4/4/2021 

o) Morris J Hall of the Paul Ray Purgason Det 1005 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 4/1/2023 
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p) C Bryan Pugh Associate Member of the Walter F Osborne Jr 

Det1298 answered his final earthly roll call on 3/28/2023 

q) Wiley E Helms of the Stanly County Det 1021 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 4/18/2023. 

r) Daniel S. Morris of the Hampstead Det 1321 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 4/25/2023 

s) Elmer E Hodges of the Hampstead Det 1321 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 4/8/2022 

t) Alma McClune of the Carolina Borders Det 1036 answered her final 

earthly roll call on 11/9/2022 

u) James Ralph Hart J. of the Blue Ridge Det 848 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 4/14/2023 

v) Kevin Patrick Routledge of the Blue Ridge Det 848 answered his 

final earthly roll call on 4/9/2023 

w) John M. VanTassell of the Blue Ridge Det 848 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 4/7/2023 

x) James D. Berardi of the Cpl Suzi Sannes Det 1262 answered his final 

earthly roll call on 1/6/2023 

y) Thomas W. Taylor of the Cpl. Suzi Sannes Det 1262 answered his 

final earthly roll call on 8/21/2021 

z) Mary K. Dixon of the Alan D. Lam Det 1209 answered her final 

earthly roll call on 5/30/2023 

aa) James J Cuff Jr. of the Sanford Det 1223 answered his final earthly 

roll call on 5/24/2023 

3. Please pause for a moment of silence for our fallen Marines. 

 

O. Paymaster’s Report – Scott Shermeyer 

1. Fiscal year ended May 31
st
.   

a) End of fiscal year is a stopping point.  

b) The Budget is a planning tool – a guide line.  

2. Audit done last night.   

a) One of the issues found was not receiving receipts as a trend.  

b) He had to reconcile back to 2017.   

c) The team did an exceptional job.   

3. Gave current financial update  (a PowerPoint presentation was shown) 
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a) PLM monies are not put into the budget for use during the same year 

they are received.  They are held for one year.   

b) The checks for Toys For Tots and Young Marines will need to be 

clarified as to whom they will be written.  

c) We have trust funds for detachments when they dissolve.  We must 

hold the funds for one year after the last member is transferred off 

their roster.  We have a couple detachments in this holding.  

d) In the bank we have $75,703.97 in both checking and saving.  

e) $4,322 direct cash support 

f) Fundraising brought in $20,885 rifle raffle and $780 challenge coins 

g) Operational expenses last year $9533.08 

h) We will be able to carry into next year $8,114.66 

i) Marines Helping Marines has $1,200 in the budget.  

j) Disaster Relief Fund has $4,024.89 

4. 2023-2024 budget will be discussed and voted on later this afternoon.  

5. Ask for motion to accept the Paymaster’s report as given, subject to 

audit. Al Pasquale made the motion to approve the report subject to 

audit.  Second by John Dilday.  Approved by members present. 

 

 

 

P. D.V.C.’s - Report of Officers – Each DVC will be given 3 minutes to 

give their reports on events and happenings within their District during 

the quarter. Greg Ciesielski made the motion to waive the reading of the 

reports. Second by Dave Ward. Approved by members present.  

 

 

1. NC West DVC’s  

a) West District – Denver Grant 

i.   
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b) Northwest District – Tony Summers 

c) Midwest District – Hank Kaczmarek 
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d) Northcentral District – Mike Clark 
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e) Central District – John Dilday  

i.    
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f) Southcentral – Denny Mathias 

2. NC East DVC’s 

a) North District – James Mitchell 

b) Northeast District – Leotha Forte 

i.   
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DoNC Convention Meeting Minutes –10 June 2023 

 Page 20 

 

c) South District – Howard Boyd 

i.   
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d) East District – Greg Ciesielski 

i.   
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e) Southeast District – Greg Ciesielski 

 

Q. Commandant’s Report – Ric Ledford  

1. He did four officer installations and visited six detachments.  

2. He had a meeting with a couple of Marines wanting to start a new 

detachment in Haywood County area.  

3. He was a guest speaker and sang the National Anthem at the Murphy 

Memorial Day ceremony.  

4. Discuss 2023 National Convention – ‘Submit full Detachment Delegate 

strength’ encourage members to attend if possible. 
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R. Report of Staff Officers  
 

1. Sr. Vice Commandant – David Anderson 

a) Thank you to the fundraising team and all individuals who sold 

tickets.   

b) Up to May 31
st
 – 902 tickets sold  

c) A total $22,927 raised up to May 31
st
.  

d) Please help the next Sr Vice as you did me.  

 
 

2. Jr. Vice Commandant – Reggie Sawyer 

a) We are hurting overall as a group on recruiting / retention.  

b) Help promote the League even by just wearing a League shirt or cap. 

c)   
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d)   
      

  

e)    
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f)   

 
g)   



DoNC Convention Meeting Minutes –10 June 2023 

 Page 27 

 

  
 

3. Judge Advocate – Bill Brown 

a) He has worked on the Department bylaws to get them updated.  

b) He has been working on a cross reference sheet for National and 

Department.  
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4. Bylaws Committee Chairman – Lisa Ciesielski 

a) There are 26 proposed bylaws submitted.  

b) We will vote on them by the assigned letter for organizational 

purposes during New Business.  

5. Sgt.-at-Arms – Steve Tracy – no report 

6. Chief of Staff – AJ Pitts 

a) Discuss upcoming Membership meetings and host Detachments for 

them     

i. Fall 2023 - Catawba Valley Det #1163, Hickory, October 27-

28 

i. Spring 2024 -  Alan D Lam Det #1209 

ii. Convention 2024 – Greater Greensboro #260 

iii. Fall 2024 –Hampstead Det #1321 and Cape Fear Det #1070 

iv. Spring 2025 – need a volunteer detachment 

v. Convention 2025 – to be voted on in later in the meeting.  

vi. Fall 2025 – need a volunteer detachment.  

 

S. Report of Project Leaders  
 (3 minutes) 

1. Toys For Tots – Kevin Ashton  

i. Enterprise Truck Rental are willing to help provide trucks. 

2. Eagle Scout Program – Charles Minton (absent) 

3. Marine For Life Liaison – Mark Munger  

i. He is no longer part of the HQMC.  

ii. He and David Ossian are the North Carolina contacts. 

4. Young Marine Program – Jonathan Henderson (absent) 

5. VAVS Program – Al Pasquale  

i.   

 
6. Fund-Raising – David Anderson – under Sr Vice Report 

7. Compliance Officer – Phil Randall (absent) 

8. Scholarship – Ric Ledford – no applications 
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9. A/V Equipment – Denny Mathias 

i. The host detachments will have to get their own A/V 

equipment for the meetings.  

 

Commandant Ledford “At this time I ask for a motion from the Floor to 

accept the Officer and Committee reports as given or submitted.” 

Todd Carpenter made the motion to accept the reports. Second by Jim 

Mitchell.  Approved by members present.  

 

T. Unfinished Business 

1. None  

 

 

U. Awards  
Commandant Ledford assisted by Adjutant Hamilton  

 

1. Certificates of Appreciation 

a) Greater Greensboro Detachment 260 

b) Williams Canter Detachment 1187 

2. Department Level Meritorious Unit Awards 

a)  Pearcy John Fulton Detachment 1075 

 
b) Iredell County Detachment 1097 
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c) Gen Raymond G Davis Detachment 1162 

                         
d) Catawba Valley Detachment 1163 
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e) NC Foothills Detachment 1164 

                             
f) Tablerock Detachment 1197 
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3. Distinguished Service Awards 

a) Keith Shearin 

b) Kevin Ashton 

c) Tammy Anderson 

 

 

V. New Business 

1. 2025 Convention bids - We can hold the Department Convention 

anytime from 01- May through 15-June, per the Bylaws. Conventions 

are typically held in June 

a) Ask any Detachments that would like to submit a proposal for 2025 

Convention to come forward to make a presentation  

b) NO volunteer detachment stepped up. 

2. New fund-raising event. – Propose setting limit for purchase of item 

a) There was some discussion with BOT about raising the amount due 

to extra expenses.  

b) There was last year allocated $4,000.   

c) Gun shows now are charging us for tables, when we attend them.  

d) The BOT discussion was to propose up to $6,500 for possible 

expenses.  
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e) It is cautioned as we need to present a balanced budget.  In the years 

before we did not make the kind of money as we did this past year.   

f) The proposed fundraising plans must be attainable and practical.  

g) North Carolina is looking at opening up options for non-profits for 

fundraising such as games of chance.   

h) Robert Hare – Ladies gun option online, every detachment who 

participates gets a piece of the pie / trip – vacation package / 2024 

Greensboro Convention package  

i) Reggie Sawyer – gun raffle with a team / monthly 50-50 option 

3. MAL & PLM – Scott Shermeyer  

a) PLM – goes through the same process as an annual dues person 

b) MAL – applications for membership and PLM applications are 

being sent to National.  This is NOT the process.   

c) Bob Borka should only get applications through the Department 

Paymaster unless the person is truly MAL.  

d) PLM processing must be postmarked to National by June 30
th

.  

This means he must have it postmarked in time.  Get them to Scott 

well in advance to beat the price increase.  

e) DoNC is losing PLM and not just by deaths.  

f) Do not wait until the end of July.  National closes down for about 

two weeks for the National Convention.  August is a slow month 

due to this. 

4. Donation challenge – Toys for Tots and Young Marines 

a) Please make the checks out to DoNC and send to Paymaster.   

b) We want to make a presentation at the National Convention from 

the Department. 

 

W. Recess of the DoNC Convention morning session 

1. Chaplain to close Bible 

2. Sgt-at-Arms to announce that the meeting will reconvene at 1300. 

 

Recess for lunch at 1122 - Reconvene at 1300 

 

 

X. Reconvene the afternoon DoNC Convention meeting 1301 

1. Sgt-at-Arms to bring meeting to order 

2. Chaplain to open the Bible 
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Y. Certificate of Appreciation 

1. Greater Greensboro Det # 260 

 
2. William Canter Det #1187 
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Z. Paymaster Discuss and vote on 2023-2024 budget. 

1. Proposed budget presented. 
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2. $15,000 fundraising is reflected in proposed budget.  

3. Proposed $8800 for officer related expenses.  

4. Proposed $6500 for fundraising maximum expense 

5. MED conference $100 was voted on many years ago.  It goes to the host 

department.  

6. Marines Helping Marines fund $2,000 is a line item that has no set way 

to spend it.  

7. The adoption of this budget will allow the BOT to approve the use of 

these funds through May 31, 2024.   

8. Al Paquale asked what are the criteria for the Marines Helping Marines 

line?   Scott Shermeyer stated there is no specific guideline on using it.  

The BOT makes the decision and report back to the department.  This is 

different from the Disaster Relief Fund.   

9. Bruce Goeden – Makes motion to accept budget as proposed. Second by 

Howard Boyd.  

a) Greg Ciesielski asked why does the numbers on the screen not 

shown?  Scott Shermeyer stated he adjusted some numbers up 

above.  

b) Bill Brown stated National distributed a vetting form for the 

humanitarian.  

c) John Dilday stated not only do we have money in Marines 

Helping Marines, you can also go to the MCL Foundation and 

North Carolina Serves. 
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d) Marilyn Bower asked Denny mentioned the A/V equipment being 

sold, is the host detachment cost in this?   Scott Shermeyer stated 

the committee from the Spring Meeting did not provide a report 

today. He recommends that the host detachment should take this 

into account. 

e) Rick Thomason stated about the MED monies, he sent out in 2021 

an email requesting monies based on breaking even.  

Recommended each department giving a set amount based on 

membership.  DoNC came to $400.   

f) Mike Schafer calls the question.   

g) AJ Pitts recommended raising the host detachment money to $400 

to help cover A/V costs.  Scott Shermeyer stated some 

detachments make money from hosting and they all should.   

h) Frank Christmas calls the question.  Scott Shermeyer stated it 

doesn’t stop questions. Frank Christmas stated it does stop 

questions.  

i) Kenny Joyner stated officer positions have $400. An outgoing 

officer has expenses today and if they are submitted today, where 

do they come from?  Scott Shermeyer stated any expense now 

submitted is coming from the proposed budget.  

10. Voting – approved by members present.        

 

 

 

AA. New Business… continued 

 

5. Craig Reeling – If you see someone with a Marine shirt on, ask ‘when 

were you in?’, then let them tell you the story.  Listen.  

6. Bylaw proposals – Lisa Ciesielski used the ‘recommended sequence for 

review’ document from JA Bill Brown.   

a)   

 
b)   
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c)   

 
d)   
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e)   

 
f)   

 

 
g)   

 
h)   

 
i)   
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j)   

  
k)   

 
l)   

 
m)   

 
 

BB. Break – 15 minutes (1415 to 1431) 

 

CC. Election of Officers for the 2023-2024  year 

1. Election Chairperson will be Past Cmdt Bruce Rakfeldt assisted by the 

Credentials Committee. 

2. Nominations:  

a) Commandant 

i. Ric Ledford – Greg Ciesielski / Jeffrey Jones 

ii. David Anderson – Keith Shearin / Ray Randall 

b) Senior Vice 

i. Reggie Sawyer – Craig Reeling / Ray Clark 

ii. Robert Hare – Keith Shearin / AJ Pitts 

c) Junior Vice 

i. Jim Mitchell – John Staley / Jeffrey Jones 

ii. AJ Pitts – Patrick Melton / Kevin Rumsey  

d) Judge Advocate  

i. Bill Brown – Kenny Joyner / Terry Shackleton  
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e) It was determined that Craig Reeling could not be a delegate as 

his primary detachment is not in NC.   

i. Scott Shermeyer made the motion to re-open the Senior Vice 

nominations.  Second by Jeffrey Jones.  Approved by members 

present.  

f) Senior Vice:  

i. Reggie Sawyer – Bruce Goeden / Ray Clark 

ii. Robert Hare – Jim Days / Gunner Ski  

g) After caucusing and voting, the 2023-24 officers are:  

i. Ric Ledford – commandant 

ii. Robert Hare – senior vice 

iii. AJ Pitts – junior vice 

iv. Bill Brown – judge advocate 

 

 

DD. Good of the League  

 

1. Update on 2024 convention – Det# 260 Commandant Hare  

a) Wyndam Garden Inn $116+tax July 1
st
 for the rooms  

2. Doc Rhyne – door prizes drawn after meeting.  108 gifts.  

3. Dave Ward with 750 & 1242 – Thanksgiving and Christmas 

a) Have kicked off fundraising for this year.   

b) Checks to USO goes to national.  Get gift cards or buy the items.  

4. Al Pasquale – Blankets for veteran families  

a) He has three blankets made by the Sisterhood at Bethel Myers 

Synagogue in Raleigh.  

b) Ray has found at least one family.   

5. Bill Brown – July 10
th
 honor of fallen veterans in 1100 at town square in 

Wake Forest, 301 S Brooks St. There are two Marines being honored, 

Mary and Tom Perrone who were members of Air,Land,NC Det #1257.   

6. Frank Christmas – backpacks for life program detachment 1242 have 

given out 126 packs so far.  These are for homeless veterans.  

7. Denny Mathias – 2025 will be the 250
th

 birthday of the Marine Corps. 

They will put emphasis in cities throughout the country.  Charlotte 

region is one of them.  

8. Rick Thomason – MED NVC announces his candidacy.  
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EE. Announcements 

 

1. National Convention registration – Register ASAP (bring a copy to 

confirm registration) details at http://www.mclnational.org/  for link to 

the convention site for events and pricing. 

 

FF. Recessing of the Meeting per Ritual until the Banquet at 1800 

 

1. Remarks by Cmdt. Ledford 

2. Singing of the Marines Hymn 

3. Sgt. at Arms - Retire the Colors  

4. Chaplain – Closing Prayer and closes the Bible – Lisa Ciesielski 

 

1600 - Sgt. at Arms declare this meeting in recess until the opening 

ceremony of the Department Banquet tonight. 

 

 

 

2023 MOY – Doug Ross, Detachment 1209 

2023 AOY – Keven Ashton, Detachment 983 

 

http://www.mclnational.org/

